TRUTH 's PRINCIPLES : 


Or, thoſe Things about 


DOCTRINE and WORSHIP, 


Which are moſt ſurely believed and 
received by the People of God called 


Q U 4A K BR SS, 
912. 


Concerning the Man CHRIST, his 
Sufferings, Death, and Reſurrection, 
Faith in his Blood, the Imputation 


of his Righteouſneſs, Sanctification, 
Juſtification, &c. 


I By a Servant of the Lord, 
JOHN COOK 
To which is added, | 


Something concerning the Difference be- 
tween the Perſuaſions of RE As ox, and 
the Perſuaſions of FAITUAH. 


A NEW EDITION. 


LONDON: 


Printed and Sold by I AMESSPRHIIILIISõ, 
in George-Vard, Lombard - Street. 


M. DCC, LXXXI. 


2 
9 — * 3 - * 4 * ö 2 a 
be * — 0 N 2 . * * * 
* _ EY ond 
4 — — * * 


3 


r 


EE 


LT HO UG it be allowed 

by ſome late adverſaries, 
that we are more ſound in the 
fundamental doctrines of the Chri- 
ſtian faith than they thought of; 
yet they perſiſt to object, that we 
have altered our religion, and that 
our ancient friends held grievous 
errors: I am therefore willing, in 
the cighty - firſt year of my age, 
that this following treatiſe ſhould 
be reprinted, that they may ſee 
what myſelf, with our ancient 
friends, held in the year 1663. 


JOHN CROOK. 


Hertford, the zoth of 
the tenth Month, 
1698. 
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TRUTH's PRINCIPLES: 
O R, 


Thoſe Things about Doctrine and 
Worſhip, which are moſt ſurely 
believed and received amongſt the 
People.of God called Quakers. 


ANY are the reports that are 
abroad concerning this people, 
not only as to their practices 
and deportments, but alſo as to their 
doctrines and beliefs. The former, time 
hath in a great meaſure worn out, as be- 
ing the refuge of lies for the ignorant 
and unrighteous to flee unto ; and that 
ſtormy and wintry appearance is well 
nigh over and gone, becauſe the ſun is 
ſo far riten, and the true light ſo ſhineth, 
that moſt begin to ſee, that thoſe reports 
were but lies, and ſcandals, raiſed as fig- 
leaves to cover the nakedneſs of other 
profeſſions, that begun ſo manifeſtly to 
appear, through the light that AT” 5 
thele 
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theſe people's lives and converſations. 
But though the firſt be gone, yet the 
latter ſtilf ticks with many, as not 
knowing what they hold, as to doctrine ; 
ſome ſaying, © They deny the ſcriptures, 
and the reſurrection of the body, and 
all ordinances, with the man Chrift, and 
his death and ſufferings, and imputa- 
tion of his righteouſneſs, and faith in 
his blood; &c.” Wherefore, for the ſa- 
tisfaction of all that would willingly be 
reſolved, and know the truth as it is in 
Jeſus, I have written this ſhort account 
of their faith and belief, and, if it were 
poſſible, to ſtop the mouths of clamo- 
rous tongues, before ſentence be given 
againſt them by ſome ſignal ſtroke of 
the Lord from heaven, which he will 
undoubtedly, in his appointed time, re- 
veal and make manifeſt, to the trem- 
bling of all hearts concerned therein, 
and tingling of all ears that ſhall hear 
thereof; when it ſhall be faid unto 
them, « The holy ſhall be holy ſtill, 
and he that is filthy, let him be filthy 
ſtill,” Rev. xxit. 11. 


We believe, that the God of all 


grace hath given-a meaſure of grace, or 
ſome 
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ſome manifeſtation of his ſpirit, and the 


light thereof, unto all men, according 
unto theſe ſeriptures, John i. 9. Tit. ii. 


11. 1 Cor. xii. 7. Neh. ix. 20. and 


experiences of all men, who, at ſome 
time.or other, do feel ſomerhing in their 
hearts and conſciences, that doth luſt 
againſt the fleſh, and the fleſh againſt 
It; and that theſe two are contrary the 
one to the other; one luſting after evil, 

which is evil, and the other after good, 


which is good; the one carnal, the 


other ſpiritual ; the one from the earth, 
.the other from heaven, Gal. v. 16, 17. 


We believe, by this gift, grace, and 
inſpiration of the Almighty, man only 
can come to know the true God truly; 
what he is, and how he works in the 
hearts and conſciences of people, to re- 
generate them, and make them bear his 
image, according to 1 Cor. i, 19, 20, 
21. Luke x. 21. and the experiences 
of all that were regenerate and born 


again. 


We believe, that all the errors and 


miſtakes about God, and the things re- 


lating to his kingdom, ſprung and aroſe 
from 
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from men's wandering from this gift 
of God, into their own imaginations; 
whereby though they thought them- 
ſelves wiſe, yet they became fools, and 
erred, their fooliſh hearts being dark- 
encd, according to Rom. 1. 21, 22. not 
knowing the ſcriptures, nor the power 
of God, as it is written, Mat. xxii. 29. 


WMWe believe and know, that this gift 
and grace of God appears in and unto 
all men, that all may be without ex- 
cuſe; acculing for the evil, and excu- 
ſing for the good, according to Rom. ii. 
15, 16. ſhewing unto man what is good, 
and reproving of him in his own con- 
ſcience for the evil, whether thoughts, 
words, or deeds; and that this reproof 
of inſtruction is the way of life, Prov. 
vi. 23. 


WWe believe that as the true God, and 
eternal life, is known only by the light 
of this gift and grace, according unto 
the ſcriptures; from which light and 
ſpirit of God came the ſcriptures, both 
of the Old and New Teſtament, as it is 
written, 2 Pet. i. 21. ſo can they only 
be read, as truly to be believed, ful- 

filled, 
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filled, and practiſed, in the light and 
power of the ſame ; and all that are 
out of this ſpirit, muſt needs be ig- 
norant and unlearned in the apoſtle's 
ſenſe, © who wreſt the fcriptures to their 
own deſtruction,” as it is written: for 
Peter and John were unlearned men 
outwardly, not knowing letters; but 
inwardly read in the knowledge of this 
light and ſpirit of God, and wreſted 
not the ſcriptures, Acts iv. 13. 2 Pet. 
111. 16, 4 
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We believe, according to the ſcrip- 
tures, 2 Cor. iv. 3. that whereſoever 
the power of God is not known with- 
in, there the © goſpel is hid and un- 
known unto them that are loſt, in whom 
the god of this world hath blinded the 
minds of them that believe not ; leſt 4 
the light of the glorious goſpel of 1 
Chriſt, who-is the image of God, ſhould — 
ſhine unto them,” and God ſhould heal 
them; becauſe it is only by the light 
of Chriſt, the power of God, that the 
creature comes truly to ſee himſelf in 
his loſt and undone ſtate ; from which 

of th ariſeth a true ſenſe. in the heart 
of the creature, that makes him. cry. 
B out 
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out on his wretchedneſs, by reaſon of 
the body of fin and death ; which ne- 
ceſſitates him to look out for a Saviour, 
whom God manifeſteth, in and by the 
ſame light that ſhines in the heart,” 
on purpoſe to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jeſus Chriſt,” God's image, 
whereby God healeth the foul. And 
therefore doth the devil, the god of 
the world, ſtrive ſo much by the gifts 
of the pleaſures, profits, vanities, and 
luſts that are in the world, which he 
preſenteth to men and women now, as 


he did to Chriſt, in the days of his fleſh, 


when he ſhewed to him all the worl a 


with its glory; which glory is the luſt 
of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and 
the pride of life ; whatever may make 
this life happy (as it were) in the things 
that may pride it, or lift it up to ſit as 
queen: and as men and woman take 
and receive theſe gifts from the god of 
this world, their minds are blinded; 
becauſe they believe not in the light, 
which ſneweth them the vanities of all 
the gifts of the god of this world: 
which gifts, the devil knows (if they 
be received) will ſo blind the * of 

them 
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them that receive them, that they will 
not come to be ſenſible, in the true 
light, of their loſt conditions, ſo as to 
cry unto God from the deep and true 
ſenſe ; for then God, out of the depths 
of his love and mercy, could not but 
heal them. And therefore, leſt the true 
light ſhould ſhine into them, to give 
them the ſenſible knowledge of them- 
ſelves, and God ſhould heal them, the 
devil, as god of the world, by the things 
of this world, endeavours to blind the 
mind (not the brain knowledge, but the 
heart-feeling ſenſe within, in the mind) 
left the light within ſhould ſo ſhine, as 
God. ſhould heal them. And all the 
buſtlings of ſatan, with his gifts, are 
but to blind the mind within, leſt God 
ſhould heal the ſoul, that complains to 
him from the true ſight and ſenſe of his 
miſery, as in himſelf, 


By this grace and gift within, we 
believe, that to us (though in the world 
there be lords many, and gods many) 
there is but one God, the Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, witneſſed within 
man, only by the Spirit of truth, that 
manifeſts both the Father and the Son; 

B 2 and 
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and theſe three are one, and agree in 
one; and he that honours the Father, 
honours the Son that proceeds from 
him ; and he that denies the Spirit, de- 
nies both the Father and the Son, and 
is antichriſt; but he that believes in 
the Spirit, and is led by it, is a ſon of 
God, Rom. viii. 14. As many as 
are led by the Spirit of God, they are 
the ſons of God.” 


Me believe the ſcriptures bear wit- 
neſs unto, and teſtify of Chriſt : but 
they ſay, the witneſs of God is greater 
than them; the Spirit itſelf beareth 
witneſs with our ſpirits, that we are the 
ſons of God; for it is not the ſcrip- 
tures without the Spirit, nor the Spirit 
contrary to the ſcriptures, but the 
Spirit's diſcovering the will of God in 
the heart, or opening of the ſcriptures 
in 1ts own time and way, and not 1n or 
By the will of man, but as itſelf pleaſeth 
(who ſearcheth all things, even the deep 
things of God, and manifeſts them 
unto the ſoul) which giveth the perfect, 
ſound, and ſaving knowledge: for, ſaid 
Chriſt, « The Spirit ſhall take of mine, 
and ſhew them unto you.” And as 

holy 
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holy men gave forth the ſcriptures, 
2 Pet. i. 21. ſo holy men, and the 
only, come truly to . them; 
and not proud or ungodly men; be- 
cauſe their hearts and lives do not an- 
ſwer the hearts and lives of thoſe that 
gave them forth, as face anſwereth face 
in a glaſs. And this we believe to be 
the reaſon, why ſo long preaching, by 
men of corrupt minds, who have and 
do handle the words deceitfully (for 
ſelfiſh ends and filthy lucre's fake) hath 
brought forth ſo little fruit, and been 
to ſo little purpoſe, except to their 
purſes and bellies; for had they be- 
lieved, and therefore ſpoken, and ſtood 
in God's counſel, they ſhould have 
profited their hearers. Jer. xxiii. 21, 
22, 23, to the end. 


Through this gift we believe: that 
Chriſt Jeſus, the Son of God, was ma- 
nifeſt in the fleſh, in the fulneſs of 
time: and this we know by the ſame 
Spirit, by which our fathers believed 
he ſhould come, and Abraham ſaw his 
day; by the ſame do we believe he is 
come, and do ſee his day ; as allo by 
the writings of the prophets and apo- 

ſtles; 
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ſtles; which two-fold cord is not eaſily 
broken. 


We believe alſo, according to the 
ſcriptures of truth, that © this ſame 
Jeſus hath God highly exalted, and 
given him a name above every name, 
that whoſoever believes in him, ſhall 
not periſh, but have everlaſting life; 
and that there is not another name 
whereby man can be ſaved, than this 
name of Jeſus Chriſt ; nor is remiſſion 
of ſins to be preached by any other 
name. But as we do not believe, that 
the outward letters and ſyllables are that 
name, that is to be bowed unto by the 
outward knee; no more than the let- 
ters or ſyllables in the words God, or 
Spirit, ſeeing the ſcripture ſaith, «© Unto 
God,” who is a Spirit, every knee 
ſhall bow,“ Iſa. xlv. 23. but that name 
which ſaves, is the power and arm of 
God, that brings ſalvation from ſin, 
and makes every ſoul that names it to 
depart from iniquity. This is, that 
name which was preached, and which 
is preached, through faith ; in which 
name, remiſſion. of ſin is obtained; 
therefore was the outward word Jeſus 

given 


n 


given him, as his outward name; 
« Thou ſhalt call his name Jeſus, for 
he ſhall ſave his people from their ſins :” 
[Mark] “ for he ſhall ſave,” &c. So 
that which ſaves, is the name which is 
to be believed in, which 1s that arm of 
God that brings ſalvation, when no 
eye pities, neither is there any to help.” 
The power of God that then ſaves, is 
that grace that comes from the fulneſs 
of Chriſt the Saviour : and without 
this virtue, Chriſt Jeſus are but empty 
names; 1 Cor. xii. 3. No man can 
ſay that Jeſus is the Lord, but by the 
Holy Ghoſt.” 


We believe alſo, that this Jeſus died 
for, or becauſe of, fin; and roſe again 
for the juſtification of thoſe that believe 
in him, as well as to manifeſt to all 
the world, that he was the Son of God; 
and that he thereby ſpoiled principa- 
lities and powers, and triumphed over 
them openly, and led captivity captive,” 
in his own perſon. And we believe and 
know, by his grace in our hearts, that 
as his name Jeſus without virtue and 
power, is but an empty word; ſo his 
dying, without man's conformity to his 
death, 
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death, or being planted into the likeneſs 
thereof, or being crucified with Chriſt 
(as faith the {cripture, Rom. vi. 2, 2, 
4, 5, 6. Gal. ii. 20.) will not profit 
man, as to the ſalvation of his ſoul, no 
more than the. naming of his outward 
name | Jeſus] doth at this day make 
people to depart. from iniquity. For 
we believe, and are ſure, that man muſt 
die inwardly, as well 'as Chriſt died 
outwardly, and muſt be put to death 
in his fleſh, as Chriſt was in his : for 
he that is in the fleſh cannot pleaſe 
God,” Rom. viii. 8. neither ceaſe from 
fin ; but © he that is dead, is free. from 
ſin,” Rom. vi. 7. And yet man's dying. 
unto ſin, and the root and principle of 
it in. himſelf, is ſo far from making void 
Chriſt's death in his own perſon, that 3 it 
eſtabliſheth it to all thoſe ends and pur- 
poſes, for which it was intended of the 
Father. As the cures which the phy- 


. fician doth, manifeſt and eſtabliſh his 
ſkill and ability; ſo doth man's dying 


unto ſin and ſelf, and living unto God, 
manifeſt and eſtabliſh the virtue and 
ower of Chriſt's death : for as man 

manifeſts his being, riſen with Chriſt, 
by his ſeeking the things that are above, 
Col. 
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Col. iii. 1, 2. fo doth he manifeſt his 
knowledge of the death of Chriſt, by 
his „being crucified with Chriſt, and 
bearing about in his body the dying of 
the Lord Jeſus.” For as it 1s not an 
outward belief, gathered from the let- 
ter, that will change the keart and life, 


(though it may the judgment and opi- 


nion) ſo is it not a belief from the 
hiſtory, or letter only, that can give 
man a ſaving knowledge of the death 
of Chriſt; but he muſt have the ſame 
glory and power of the Father in mea- 


faith in his heart, that he may believe 
unto ſalvation, viz. a being ſaved from 
his own filthineſs and righteouſneſs, as 

well as confeſs with his mouth, Rom. x. 
and muſt have that ſpirit in him, 
quickening his mortal body, as well 


as believe that it was in Chriſt, and 


raiſed up him from the dead „Rom. vili. 
Il. And this man whoever he be, 
bond or free, that thus believes the 
death of Chriſt, and its ſatisfa&tion to 
God, as well as its uſefulneſs to man, 
cannot make it void, or divide it and 
its virtue upon the ſoul that thus knows 
it; but will ſay, Here is a dying man 
C 


witneſſing 
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| ſure, working in him there, to beget 
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witneſſing the death of Chriſt, and never- 
theleſs the ſame man living with Chriſt; 
and concluding, if Chriſt had not died, 
man muſt have periſhed in his ſin: 
this being the way appointed by God to 


recover him, whereby he knows Chriſt, 


and him crucified, and what the preach- 
ing of the croſs of Chriſt is, which is 


« fooliſhneſs to them that periſh, but 


to them that are ſaved, the wiſdom of 
God, and the power of God,” 1 Cor. 


1. 


By this gift of God in our hearts 
we further believe, that Chrift Jeſus 
roſe again from the dead, according 
unto the ſcriptures, and fits at God's 
right hand, in a glorious body, and we 


| believe, that our low eſtates, and hum- 


bled bodies ſhall be © made like unto 
his glorious body, through the working 
of his mighty power, whereby he 1s 
able to ſubdue all things unto him- 
ſelf ;” and that this mortal ſhall put on 
immortality. For though we believe, 
that Chrift Jeſus hath enlightened every 
man with his light, whereby man may 
come to know himſelf loſt and undone, 


as before i is ſaid; yet every man is not 
therefore 
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-. therefore ſaved, though the grace that 
3 appears to all men is ſufficient in itſelf; 
1, but ſome have the grace of God be- 
ſtowed on them in vain, not liking 
o to retain God in their knowledge, 
t, | though ſomething within them ſhews 
them what is good; but they reject the 
is 4 counſel of God within, or againſt them- 
it ſelves, to their own deſtruction, Luke 
f vii. 30. (ſee the margin.) And yet it 
r. doth not follow, that the grace is inſuf- 


ficient of itſelf, no more than it fol- 
lows, that Chriſt's death is inſufficient, 


gs | becauſe he taſted death for every man, 
E and yet every man is not ſaved. Neither 
g | doth regeneration, or the believing in 
5 the light of Chriſt within, make void 
e dhe death and ſufferings of Chriſt with- 


- 3 out at Jeruſalem, no more than believ- 
o ing the ſcripture-teſtimony without, 


g WF concerning Chriſt's death, makes void 
s the work of regeneration and mortifica- 
3 tion within; but as the apoſtle ſaith in 
n another caſe, ſo ſay I in this, © For 
- as the man is not without the woman, 
y neither is the woman without the man 
in the Lord;“ even ſo is not the death 
and ſufferings of Chriſt without, at Je- 


9 . 
t ruſalem, to be made void and of none 
e C 2 effect 
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effect by any thing within; neither doth 
the light within make that of none effect 
without, but both in the Lord anſwer 
his will. For though there is, and 
may be a knowledge and belief of what 
Chriſt did and ſuffered without the 
gates, in his own body upon the tree, 
and yet fin alive in the heart, and the 
work of regeneration not known; yet 
it cannot be ſo where the light within is 
believed on, and obeyed, ſo as to have 
its perfect work in the heart, to regene- 
rate and make all things new, and to 
be of God: man, in this ſtate, can ne- 
ver make void what Chriſt hath done 
and ſuffered without. And yet this 
new birth, or Chriſt formed within, 
and dwelling in the heart by faith, doth 
not limit or confine Chriſt to be only 
within, and not without alſo; but both 
within and without, according to the 
good pleaſure of the Father to reveal 
and make him known: for, “ he fills 
all things, and the heaven of heavens 
cannot contain him;” and yet is he at 
God's right hand, far above all heavens, 
in a glorious body, 


And 
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And we alſo believe the reſurrection 
of the juſt and unjuſt; the one to ſal- 
vation, and the other to condemnation, 
according unto the judgment of the 
great day; and then ſhall every ſeed 
have its own body, according to 1 Cor. 
XV. 36, 37, 38, which we verily be- 
lieve : © for if the dead ariſe not, we 
are of all men moſt miſerable.” But 
becauſe we dare not be fo fooliſhly in- 
quiſitive, as to ſay, With what bodies 
ſhall they ariſe ? therefore do ſome ſay, 
we deny both the reſurrection of the 
body of Chriſt, and of all that are or 
ſhall be dead: but this alſo is falſe, 
for © every man ſhall be raiſed in his 
own order; but Chriſt the firſt-fruits.“ 
1 Cor. xv. 23. And we believe, they 
ſhall be raiſed with the ſame bodies, ſo 
far as a natural and ſpiritual, corrupt- 
ible and incorruptible, terreſtrial and 
celeſtial can be the ſame. 


We further believe, according to the 
ſcriptures, concerning faith, that that 
faith is only true, which 1s God's gift, 
and hath Chriſt Jeſus, the power of 
God, for its author and object, and is 
diſtinguiſhed from the dead faith, by 
OE, It's 
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its fruits : for though in deſcription and 
definition they may carry a reſemblance, 
yet in nature they are as different as a liv- 
ing man 1s from one dead, which wants 
not form or ſhape, but life and power. 
So ſaith the apoſtle James, As the body 
without a ſpirit is dead, ſo is faith with- 
out works; even ſo is that faith which 
ſtands in the wiſdom of words, and not 
in the power of God. By the one, man 
is kept in captivity to the world, and 
the things of it; but by the other he 
hath © victory over the world,” 1 John 
v. 4. and the ſeal and witneſs thereof in 
his own heart, whereby it is purified, 
and God is ſeen; for the © Pure in 
heart ſee God,” Mat. v. 8. This faith 
differs men now, and their worſhips, as 
it did Cain and Abel; for, © by faith 
Abel offered up a more excellent ſacri- 
fice than Cain,” Heb. xi. By this living 
faith Abel ſaw beyond the ſacrifice, 
unto Chriſt, the firſt- born of God; be- 
yond the firſtling of the flock, which 
he offered, and therefore God had re- 
ſpect unto Abel and his offering ; but 
God rejected Cain and his offering; 
though he had faith to believe it to be 
his duty, yet ſticking in the form, and 
| not 
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not flying on the wing of faith unto 
Chriſt the one offering, he miſſed the 
'mark ; as all have done ever fince that 
have gone in Cain's way of worſhip- 
ping, as well as killing men about wor- 
ſhip. But we beheve that faith to be 
only true and ſaving, that flies over ſelf- 
righteouſneſs, as well as filthineſs, unto 
the fountain of life in Chriſt ; which 
faith hath nothing of man in it, but is 
as the breath of life, by which the ſoul 
lives; not a bare aſſent to the truth of 
a propoſition in the natural underſtand- 
ing, but the ſouPs cleaving unto God, 
out of a naturalneſs between Chriſt and 
the ſoul ; and ſo lives rather by rela- 
tion, than bare credit, or deſperate ad- 
venture and hazard ; not looking at its 
doing to commend it, but God's love 
and bounty to Chriſt the Light, to re- 
ceive it; and yet holineſs is his delight, 
and he can no more live out of it, than 
the fiſh upon the dry land, 


We believe, that this faith keeps the 
mind pure, the heart clean, through the 
ſprinkling of the heart from an evil 
conſcience, by the blood of Jeſus, which 
remits the ſin, and juſtifies the ſoul, 
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through the virtue of his blood receĩv- 
ed into the heart by this living faith, 
which receives all its power and virtue 
from Chriſt, in whom it abides as its 
root and object; whereby juſtific tion 
is witneſſed from ſin, and not in ſin, 
Rom. vi. 22. © But now being made 
free from ſin, and become ſervants unto 
God, you have your fruits unto holi- 
neſs, and the end everlaſting lite.” 


We believe, that juſtification and 
ſanctification are diſtinguiſhed, but not 
divided: for as he that ſanctifieth and 
juſtifieth is one, ſo do theſe go together, 
and when the ſoul hath the greateſt ſenſe 
of juſtification upon it, through- the 
virtue of the blood of Jeſus by the liv- 
ing faith, then. is it moſt in love with 
holineſs, and at the greateſt diſtance ' 
from ſin and evil. And whenever there 
is a failing in ſanctification, there is alſo 
ſome eclipſe of juſtification in the eye 
of the ſoul, until faith hath recovered 
itz ſtrength again, which is loſt by ſin's 
prevailing. For as the fartheſt and 
cleareſt ſight is in the brighteſt day, ſo | 
is it with the ſoul, when it is moſt in 
the brightneſs and beauty of holineſs ; 
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its juſtification appears moſt glorious, 


and its union and communion moſt ſweet 
and laſting; and fo, like two twins, as 
they are much of an age, ſo they are 
like one to the other: What God 


hath joined together, let no man put 
aſunder.“ 


We alſo by this light believe, that 
acceptance with the Father is only in 
Chriſt; and by his righteouſneſs made 


1 ours, or imputed unto us, not by crea- 
: turely ſkill, but by the applicatory act 
1 of God's gift of grace, whereby the ſoul 
a feels the difference between ſelf applying 
2 by its own faith, and God applying by 
- his Spirit, and ſo making Chriſt unto. 
1 the foul, © Wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanc- 
h tification and redemption.” So that we 


believe, and are ſure, that there is a 
great difference between imputation, as 
it is the act of man's ſpirit, and as it is 
the act of free grace, without man's 
forcing. And fo we diſtinguiſh between 
imagination and imputation, between 
reckoning or imputing that which is 
real, and reckoning or imputing that 
which is not real, but a fiction and 
imagination in the creaturely will and 
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power. And becauſe we are againſt the 
letter, we are clamoured upon, as if we 
denied the imputation of Chriſt's right- 
eouſneſs ; when it is only unto thoſe 
that are not made righteous by it, to 
walk as he alſo walked :** for, as the 
{ſcripture ſaith, it is not he that ſaith 
he is righteous by the imputation of 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs, but He that 
doth righteouſneſs, is righteous, as Chriſt 
is righteous,” 1 John iii. 7. he that be- 
leves otherwiſe, is deceived. And yet 
it is not acts of righteouſneſs, as done 
by us, nor as inherent in us, as acts, 
by which we are accepted of God, and 
juſtified before him; but by Chriſt, the 

author and worker of thoſe acts in us 

and for us, whereby we know that we 

are in him, and he in us, and we hold 

him as our head; into whom all things 

are gathered together in one, even in 


We further believe, that God only is 
to be worſhipped; and not any likeneſs 
that man makes unto himſelf of God, 
from any view, ſight, or knowledge 
that he hath had of him; but in every 


act and ſervice, man is to know what 
| ſubſtantially, 
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ſabſtantially, as well as who ſpecula- 
tively or notionally, he worſhippeth, as 
it is written, John iv. 22. Ye worſhip 


ye know not what; we know what we 


worſhip ; for ſalvation is of the Jews.” 
And he that thus worſhips the Father, 
honours the Son by the ſame Spirit, 
which is One with the Father and the 
Son; in which God's Spirit only is 
worſhipped, according to the form of 
its own chuſing, and manifeſting of 
itſelf in and by, according unto the 
good pleaſure of the Father, who is a 
Spirit, and limits man unto the Spirit's 
form ; but allows no man to limit the 
Spirit unto his form, though it be not 
K his inventing originally, but of the 
Father; yet man muſt no more limit 
God unto it, than he could command 
God to appear in it at firſt: for as he 
choſe it himſelf, ſo hath he reſerved li- 
berty to leave it at his pleaſure, who 
works all things after the counſel of his 
own will, which he hath purpoſed in 
himſelf,” that the gift of the knowledge 
of the myſtery of his will might for 
ever be acknowledged to be of his 
grace, and from the riches of the glory 
thereof, according to Epheſ. i. and man 
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be bound, but God free; man bound 
to wait in the light for God's movings ; 
but God free to move in whom, to 
what, and when he pleaſeth. Then man 
is to go, when he faith Go; and to 
come, when he ſaith Come: and ſuch 
ſervants do ſerve him; and then there 
is no more curſe, as in the days of 
* will-worſhip and voluntary humility, 
but the throne of God and of the Lamb,” 
Col, ii. 18. 23. Rev, xxii. 4. and 


they ſhall ſee his face, and his name 
| ſhall be on their foreheads.“ 


We believe alſo, that this worſhip is 
ſpiritual (and not carnal) in all its parts 
and ordinances, and not to be impoſed 
*by any outward force, but performed 
by the inward leadings of God's Spirit, 
according as the holy men of God were 
led and guided in the days paſt, who 
gave forth the ſcriptures ; all impoſi- 
tions of worſhip outward being only 
. enjoined under the firſt covenant, that 
made nothing perfect, until the time 
of reformation, ſpoken of Heb. ix. 10. 
But Chriſt being come, there is an end 
as well of ſuch impoſitions, as of the 
meats and drinks, and divers Wann, 
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and carnal ordinances, they being all 
but temporally, and in order unto an 
end ; but all to vail to Chriſt, the ſum 
and ſubſtance of all, | the firſt] pointed 
at by all, and [the laſt] ending of all, 
the Amen. And he that thus worſhips 
God in Chriſt, his ordinances are ſpiri- 
tual, not carnal, and his faith carries 


him beyond his works, with righteous 


Abel, and prelerves him, that he 1s not 
drowned in the form like Cain; neither 
falls he ſhort of the glory of God, nor 


of his aſſurance of acceptance with him. 


We believe there 1s one baptiſm ne- 
ceſſary unto ſalvation, Eph. iv. 5. One 
Lord, one faith, one baptiſm.” And 
this baptiſm 1s ſpiritual, of which John's 
water was but a figure, John 1. 31. 
* That he ſhould be made manifeſt to 
Iſrael, therefore am I come baptizing 
with water,” ſaith John. And 1 Pet. iii. 
21. © The like figure whereunto, even 
baptiſm, doth alſo now ſave us (not the 
putting away the filth of the fleſh, but 
the anſwer of a good conſcience to- 
ward's God) by the reſurrection of Jeſus 
Chriſt.” This one ſpiritual baptiſm into 
the name of Jeſus Chriſt, is that which 

ſaves ; 
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ſaves; the water being but a figure, 
that Chriſt might be manifeſt to Ifrael, 
who had divers baptiſms impoſed on 
them, until the time of reformation; 

but Chriſt the ſubſtance being come, 
the ſhadows flee away. And yer, where 
ever any believe they are commanded 
now by the ſame ſpirit that command- 
ed the believers to be baptized in the 
days paſt, either for the $15 ee of 
the goſpel, or trial of their faith, we 
judge them not: but this obedience is 
very rare to be found; and we could 
heartily deſire, that all would conſider 
ſeriouſly, whether literal ſayings, ob- 
ferved only by outward reading, hear- 
ing by the ear, or inward impulſes 
upon the heart by the divine power, 
are the motives unto obedience in this 
kind. And if honeſty and uprightneſs 
of heart may be heard, we believe and 
know, the many dead ſouls every where, 
notwithſtanding their baptiſms, will be 
as ſo many witneſſes againſt them, by 
their grovelling upon the earth, as ſo 
many men ſlain and killed by the letter, 
while the Spirit's quickenings have not 
been known in the true baptiſm into 
death. For we find by daily experi- 
ence, 
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ence, that moſt men and women live 
like Pharaoh's lean Kine, only to eat up 
the tat, and to envy thoſe that are not 
ſo lean-ſoul'd as themſelves. 


We believe alſo, that as there 1s -one 
true ſaving baptiſm, ſo is there one 
bread and body of Chriſt,” which all the 
ſaints do feed upon; and though they 
may be many as to perſons, yet their 
bread is but one, and they all in it but 
one bread. And this we believe 1s the 
Aeſh that came down from heaven, John 
vi. 33. though the outward Jews now, 
as then, murmur at him, becauſe he 
Jaid, I am the bread which came 
down from heaven,” verſe 41, 42. But 
Chriſt, (verſe 45.) to ſtop their mur- 
muring, -tells them, that the knowledge 
of this myſtery was only revealed unto 
them whom God (and not man) teach- 
eth : and no more than are taught of 
God, can ſet ſeal and ſubſcribe unto 
this truth in Jeſus. Though we believe 
alſo, that Jeſus did take outward bread, 


and break it, and gave it to his diſci- 


ples, as the ſcripture faith; and this 
was a figure of his body that was to 
be pierced and broken upon the tree, 

| and 
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and a ſhew, to ſhew förth his death 
until he came. And we believe he did 
riſe again, and appear unto his diſci- 
ples: © And all that believed were to- 
gether, and had all things common, &c. 
And they continued daily with one ac- 
cord in the temple, breaking bread from 
houſe to houſe, did eat their meat with 
gladneſs and ſingleneſs of heart, praiſing 
God, and having favour with all peo- 
ple,” Acts ii. 44, 45, 46, 47. And we 
believe that the apoſtle, in 1 Cor. xi. 
20, ſaith true, where he ſaith, When 
ye come together therefore in one place, 
this is not to eat the Lord's ſupper :” 
and all that he ſpeaks in that chapter is 
not to perpetuate that outward breaking 
of bread, otherwiſe than as the believers 


did, that were © filled with the Holy 


Ghoſt in ſingleneſs of heart,” as before 
is ſaid; and yet we judge not thoſe 


who break outward bread and drink 
outward wine being in a belief they are 
commanded ſo to do, to put them in 
remembrance thereby of the body and 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt, by the Remem- 
brancer, the Spirit of truth, which is 
appointed by the Father to lead into all 
truth. But to do it by imitation or 

tradition 
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tradition only (as moſt do it, if not all 
at this day) we know it is not an offer- 
ing unto God in righteouſneſs; neither 
do we believe this to be the commu- 
nion of the body and blood of Chriſt; 
and yet, the eating of the fleſh and 
drinking of the blood of Chriſt, we be- 
lieve man muſt, know and witneſs, or 
he hath no life in him, John vi. 53.54, 
55. and we believe that many are ſtri- 
ving now in their ſpirits, as the Jews 
did, verſ. 52. ſaying, How can this 
man give us his fleſh to eat? And not 
only the Jews, but many of his diſciples 
ſaid, © This is a hard ſaying, who can 
hear it?“ verſ. 60. And at verſ. 63, 
he tells them, It is the Spirit that 
quickens, the fleſh profiteth nothing: 
the words that I ſpeak unto you, they 
are ſpirit, and they are lite.” And he 
that hears and underſtands theſe words 
that are ſpirit and life, will not be of- 
fended at what I have ſpoken of the 
fleſh and blood of Chriſt. 


By the ſame ſpirit and grace we be- 
lieve, that prayer is an ordinance of God, 
when pertormed by his ſpirit, in its 
words (and not thoſe which man's wil- 
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dom teacheth) or without words, by 
ſighs and groans which cannot he utter- 
ed, and theſe ſo often as the ſpirit itſelf 
pleaſeth : but the form without the 
Spirit, whether it be by words of other 
men's framing, or words of a man's 
own ſpirit, according to his will, time, 
and manner; that is not the prayer 
which prevails with God. And we be- 
lieve there is none ſo weak and infirm, 
but this Spirit proffers its help at ſome 
time or other, though man regardeth it 
not; and the more man's mind is ga- 
thered within from all viſibles, the more 
he comes to be ſenſible of the movings 
and ſtirrings of this Spirit, in its ſecret 
cries to God, anſwerable to the wants 
of that man or woman, in whom it 
moves and cries. And by the due 
watching thereunto, we believe and know 
the Spirit of prayer and of adoption 
that cries unto God, comes to be dil- 


cerned and diſtinguiſhed from a man's 


own ſpirit and will. 


We believe by the ſame gift of Grace, 
that there are ſeveral miniſtrations, and 
ſeveral operations, according to 1 Cor. 
xii. and all by the fame Spirit, as be- 
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fore the law, and after the law by 


Moſes, and after by John the Baptiſt, 
and Chriſt and his apoſtles ; and in all 


theſe the miniſtration had acceptance. 
with God through the management of 


the Spirit, and had its rejection and diſ- 


like of God for the want thereof. And 


by this Spirit were the ſcriptures given 
forth, and holy men of God did ſpeak, 
propheſy, preach, and pray, as they 


were moved; and for want of it, the 


letter did and doth kill. And for the 


further appearance and pouring out of 
the Spirit, anſwerable unto this work 
and ſervice that God had for them to 
do, they were to wait, as Chriſt com- 
manded his diſciples to do at Jeruſa- 
lem, to © receive the promiſe of the 
Father :”* for, by this Spirit, he that 
ſpeaks, ſpeaks as the oracle of God. 
And therefore, as it was the practice of 
the people of God in old time, to wait 
for the moving and ſtirring, of the Spirit, 
that they might ſpeak as it gave them 
utterance, in the evidence and demon- 


{tration thereof; ſo do this le 


(called Quakers) now; and according 
to its moving in their hearts, they 
miniſter, according to the ſignification 
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of the Spirit, whereby they underſtand 
both what and when to ſpeak, and when 
to be ſilent; as alſo, who they are that 
miniſter and ſpeak in their own wills, 
above the croſs of Chriſt, which the 
apoſtle was careful always to be in ſub- 
jection to, leſt he ſhould make it void, 

by ſpeaking the words which man's 
wiſdom teacheth; and therefore as the 
ſaints did, ſo we do believe, and there- 
fore we ſpeak and ſuch preaching and 
ſpeaking in faith, as well as praying in 
faith, 1s acceptable unto God as his 
worſhip, and not otherwiſe. 


-And we further believe by the ſame 
Spirit, that the ſum of all religion, ac- 
cording to truth, and the ſignification 
of che word religion is, man not at li- 
berty in his will, but bound again unto 
God, by his having given to him, by 
the light of Chriſt within, the true ſiglit 
and knowledge of himſelf, as loſt and 
undone. for ever, and from this ſight, 
a true ſenſe to ariſe upon and remain 
with him; from whence ſpring unutter- 
able-groans-and cries unto God, under 
the weight of the-burthen and wretch- 
edneſs, by the reaſon of the body of lin 
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and death; and then when there was 
none to help or pity in this ſtate, then 
is mercy ſhewed in Chriſt the arm of 


God, which 1s revealed as an help, 
neither ſeen, nor known, where, how, 


or when to come at it, or meet with 


it: and this begets in the heart of the 
man or woman, in and unto whom it is 
thus revealed, thanks and praiſes unto 
God, for this gift and revelation of his 
Son, in this needful time, whom the 
ſoul ſees to be the gift of eternal love. 


And we believe and know, upon this 


love and faithfulneſs of God, is found- 
ed, built, and eſtabliſhed, the everlaſting 
covenant (whereby not only all men 
may be ſaved for its ability, but ſome 
ſhall be ſaved becauſe of its prevalency) 
which is not like unto the covenant 
which he made with our fathers. And 
although all mankind is not ſaved, yet 
it is not becauſe either of inſufficiency 
in this covenant, or becauſe of the 
weakneſs of the grace that appears in 
and unto all men; but becauſe of 
man's will loving death, and chooſin 

his own deluſions, whereby his deſtruc- 
tion: is of himſelf, and God clear of his 


blood, 
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blood, in the free tender of his grace, 
clit, and ſtriving of his Spirit within 
him. For we know aſſuredly, accord- 
ing to the ſcriptures of truth, and ex- 
rience of all ſouls that ever were truly 
converted to God, that though by grace 
man is ſaved, not of himſelf, but by 
the free gift; yet as the old world did, 
and thoſe rebellious Jews ſpoken of 
Acts vii. who, as did their fathers, ſo 
did they, always reſiſt the Holy Gholt ; 
ſo do men now. And yet in the render 
of this grace, and ſtriving of his Spirit, 
the Lord is a God ſo hiding himſelf in 
the management of this ſtriving, and 
miniſtration of his ſpirit, as if it wholly 
depended upon man's choice and con- 
ſenting, that man's will, as to him, is 
(as it were) free in rejecting or accept- 
ing, life and death being ſet before 
him; whereby in the wiſdom of God, 
the propenſity of his nature, as it came 
out of the hands of his Maker, hath 
an advantage, by this dealing of God, 
to put forth itſelf; ſo that man is as 
free in the choice, as he 1s in the refuſal 
of the tender of mercy and help, and 
that with an equal indifferency, as it 
appears to him in this ſtate; notwith- 
| ſtanding 


1 39 ] 

ſtanding afterwards in the furthergrowth 
in this grace and knowledge of Chriſt, 
he ſees Clearly and convincingly, that 
the grace (that wrought hiddenly from 
his fight and knowledge in the firſt 
working, tender, and miniſtration of 
God towards him) gained its conſent 
through its own prevalency in the love 
of God; by which fight and ſenſe, ſelf 
comes to be abhorred, and the free love 
ſo admired; that he knows from firſt to 
laſt, all was of grace, and that free 
that ſelf is not able to challenge any 
thing as due from what it had done, 
but all of gift; and yet, as before, 
with ſuch an equal indifferency on man's 
account; ſo that God may and will 
ug to be juſt, both in condemn- 

ing and ſaving, and the Juſtifier freely 
of all that believe in Jeſus, the Light 
of the world. 


Therefore, let all take heed how 
they diſlike this miniſtration of God, 
and ſtriving of his ſpirit in their hearts 
and conſciences, under colour and pre- 
tence of its inſufficiency; and therefore 
they will not come to him, becauſe 
his drawings and ſtrivings are not ſo 
ſtrong 
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ſtrong as they would have them to be, 
looking for ſuch an overpowering and 
irreſiſtibleneſs, as they are not able to 
withſtand and gainſay; left ſuch periſh 
through a wilful negle&, and for want 
of ſtretching out-their hand, when the 
Lord holds out his; and ſo they periſh 
in the ditch, with a vain expectation of 
further power, or cry in their. mouths, 


Lord have mercy. upon us; and ſo with 
the ſluggard, while they cry, „Let a 


little more ſlumber and folding of the 
hands to ſleep, their garden is over- 
grown with weeds, and their backs 
clothed with rags, and they beg in 
harveſt ;” whilit others that have ſown 
in tears, not fainting, do in due time 

reap in joy; and not deſpiſing the 


crumbs that fell from the table, nor 


the day of ſmalb things, witneſs the 
preſence of their Beloved come down 
into his garden, and walking among 


the lilies. 


Let theſe things be truly conſidered, 
pondered, and weighed in the true ba- 
lance of light and righteouſneſs, leſt 
any ſoul periſh through the falſe weight 
and meaſure; ſo ſhall my foul * 

that 
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that any have eſcaped the net of the 
fowler, through the diſcovery of the 
true light, and God have all the glory, 
unto whom alone it belongs, and man 
aſnamed, confounded, his mouth ſtop- 
ped, and he laid in the duſt for ever; 
and then ſhall my end be anſwered in 
writing theſe things. 


JOHN CROOK. 
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Concerning PRARSsUASL1ORS in 


MATTERS or RELIGION. 
HERE is the natural man, and 


the ſpiritual man; and there are 
perſuaſions of each in and about matters 
of religion. There is the perſuaſion of 
reaſon, and the perſuaſion of faith. 


The perſuaſion of reaſon is that belief 
which man receives into his mind or 
heart, from the exerciſe of the reaſon- 
ing faculty: and this perſuaſion in 
matters of religion is but man's opinion 
or judgment, which, how certain or in- 
fallible ſoever it appear to him, yet may 
be ſhaken by a demonſtration or evi— 
dence of an higher kind and nature. 


The perſuaſion of faith, is that belief, 
which the new creature receives into the 
renewed mind, from the evidence and 
demonſtration of the Spirit, which open- 
eth and manifeſteth the things of the 
Spirit, unto that mind which is begot- 


ten and renewed by it. And this per- 


ſuaſion is certain and infallible, however 
it- may be ſtruck at and battered by 
| the 
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the reaſonings of the wiſe, earthly part, 
even in that very man, whoſe heart is 
thus perſuaded, by the light of the 
Spirit of God, concerning the things 
of God's kingdom. TER, 


Now the loweſt perſuaſion of faith 1s 
higher, and of a more noble nature, 
than the higheſt perſuaſion of reaſon ; 
becauſe faith is of an higher principle, 
and of a deeper nature and ground, 
than man's reaſon is. But this (becauſe 
it appears not in man's ſphere, but ra- 
ther out of it, and is contrary to the 
line and reach of his wiſdom) is ac- 
counted by him fooliſhneſs and madneſs. 


Thus is the wiſdom of God, and the 
children thereof, pudged and condemn- 
ed by man in his day. And how can 
it be otherwiſe ? how can the wiſdom 
of man but judge that as fooliſhneſs, 
whoſe beauty and excellency is hid 
from its eye? But this is, becauſe the 
wiſdom of man is out of its place, not 
ſubjected to the wiſdom of God, but 
exalted above it : therefore, as a curſe 
unto it,” it is ſuffered to lift up itſelf in 
its conceitedneſs againſt, and ſo to per- 

F 2 ſecute, 
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ſecute, the pure wiſdom of God, and the 
birth thereof, that it might fall, and be 
broken, and ſnared, and taken, and its 
day deſervedly come to an end, and be 
ſhut up in the ſhadows and chambers 
of eternal darkneſs. 


But what ear of man can hear this? 
ſurely none that is whole in the line of 
man's wiſdom, reaſon, and underſtand- 
ing ; but that alone which is bruiſed, 
broken, and in ſome meaſure daſhed to 
pieces, by the inroads of a divine life 


and nature. This in the leadings of 


that life which hath broken it, and in 
the ſhining of the light eternal upon it, 
and into it, may be enabled to take up 
the croſs to. the natural part, and to 
die that death with Chriſt, which pre- 
ſerves from the ſecond death, with the 
miſery+thereaf. 


Happy 1s he, who knows and heark- 
ens to the perſuaſions of God's Spirit, 
who is born of God, and taught to wait 


upon him, and worſhip him in Spirit, 


who receives his religion from the light 
of faith, into the renewed nature and 
mind, and not from the reaſon of man, 

into 
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into naturdl underſtanding, which is 
eaſily corrupted, and cannot be kept 
pure, but alone by the indwelling of 
the principle of eternal life in it. 


For though ſuch may ſuffer very 
deeply in this world, from the men of 
this world, as the ſubjects and ſervants 
to the principle of life have done in all 
ages and generations; yet their principle 
will bear them out, in which God will 
appear to ſtrengthen and refreſh their 
ſpirits, and carry them up above all 
their ſufferings, in the patience, meek- 

neſs, and faith of the Lamb. And 
keeping to their principle, they cannot 
be overcome, but muſt either live or 
die conquerors, according to the will 
and. good pleaſure of him who ordereth 
and diſpoſeth of all things well, and 
bringeth good out of every evil, in 
deſpite of all the powers of darkneſs. 
And he that overcometh (whether by 
life or death) in the Lamb's Spirit, ſhall 
wear the Lamb's crown, and fit down 
in that perfect reſt in the kingdom of 
the Father, which will give the hearts 
of all his children full ſatisfaction. In 
which aſſured hope (life ſtirring in our 

| boſoms, 
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boſoms, and quickening our hearts with 
love unto our God, and zeal for his 
truth) we can freely give up all that is 
near and dear unto us in this world, 


and lay down our heads in inward peace, 


in the midſt of the greateſt outward 
perſecution and trouble. Even ſo, O 
Lord ! thy will be done concerning 
this generation of thy people, whom 
thou halt begotten to thyſelf, and 
brought forth by thy mighty power, to 
teſtity to thy truth in this preſent day. 
Diſpoſe of them as it pleaſeth thee, and 
let not their faith in thee, nor thy faith- 
fulneſs to them, fail ; but let them be a 
praiſe to thy name throughout all gene- 
rations; and tendered by thee as the 
firſt-fruits of thine appearance, in the 
glorious hght of the everlaſting day, 
after this great, long, thick, and dark 
night of apoſtacy from. the life and 
ſpirit of the apoſtles, which hath ſo long 
eclipſed and covered the brightneſs 
of thy beauty from the ſight of the 
earth 
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